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Omo River Valley in Ethiopia

FEATURES OF YOUR SAFARI
Program highlights:
 Eight nights of cultural immersion exploring the villages and hills of the South Omo in Ethiopia.
 Visit the local tribes of the Muguji, Karo, Mursi, Hamar, Nyagatom and Dassenech.

For a cultural experience beyond words (and almost beyond belief), Ethiopia tops our list as the most
impressive in the world. From the medieval castles of Gondor, the scenic beauty and the e ntertaining
antics of the Gelanda baboons of the Simien Mountains, the 14 th century rock-hewn churches of Lalibela
to what are considered by many as the most primitive tribes on earth in the Omo River Valley, a visit to
this country will truly take you back thousands of years in time. Many of the most remote Omo River
villages are only accessible by boat.

For an extremely long period of time, the Omo Valley of south western Ethiopia provided a home
to some of the most remote, colorful and interesting cultu res found anywhere in the world.

This reserve is in one of the remotest corners of Ethiopia, 870 kilometers southwest of Addis
Ababa. Its elevation is an impressive 440 meters above sea level. The Park encloses some 4068
square kilometers on the west of the Omo River.
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REVISED ITINERARY

SEPTEMBER 2009
SEP 14 (MON) NAIROBI
Upon arrival in Nairobi you will be met and transferred to your hotel (flight arrangements to be
determined).

The Fairmont Norfolk  is a traditional, luxury African hotel that still maintains its colonial charm while
being only five minutes from the city center. The hotel has 168 luxurious guest rooms ranging from
standard and superior rooms to four levels of suites with some of the rooms facing a central garden
courtyard. There is an outdoor heated swimming pool, a fully equipped health club, and a choice of four
dining venues including the popular Lord Delamere, a popular rendezvous spot since 1904. The Delamere
Terrace and Bar has been patronized by almost all  the first European pioneer settlers. Steeped in history,
the Terrace continues to be a favorite watering hole for meals and casual drinks.
Accommodation: The Fairmont Norfolk Hotel (B)

SEP 15 (TUE) NAIROBI/OMO RIVER VALLEY
The adventure begins with an early wake-up call and breakfast before you are transferred to the domestic
airport (Wilson) where you have a private charter flight waiting to take you across Kenya to the remote
northern border. You will be accompanied on the flight by your trip leader and guide.

As you step of the plane you are hit by the heavy dry heat and the feeling of having stepped back in time.
You will be met and transferred across the border to your camp, located on the Omo River.
Accommodation: Lamule Camp (Full Board)

SEP16-20 (WED-SUN) SOUTH OMO
You will rise early each morning and spend full days exploring the villages and hills of the South Omo.

The precise time in each village depends on what ceremonies are planned and how much time you want to
spend with the people you meet. There is an outline program but the actual itinerary is flexible to ensure
that there is enough time to immerse ones self in these remote and fascinating cultures.



Ethical tourism: The Omo Delta lives up to its reputation of being n othing less than the last great tribal
land left in the world today, a real kaleidoscope of vanishing cultures.  In this �melting pot� the ethics of
cultural tourism are complex and need to be taken in context of the absolute poverty mingled with cultural
pride which form the axis of cultural tourism.

Origins Safaris has taken great care to research and develop relationships within each village you visit.
Origins will observe the important courtesies and pay the required �modeling fees� required by each
community. They will also bring appropriate gifts including cowries shells, the correct color and
patterned beads and glass, which are prized for their decorative value and symbolism.

At certain times the ceremonies are private and you may not be able to take all the photographs you want,
at others the sheer warmth and delight at displaying their traditional dress and rituals is almost
overwhelming.  You will experience a variety of emotions and bring back with you amazing memories
and images to dwell on for a long time to come. Here in the south, most photo opportunities will need to
be paid for - in Ethiopian Bir. This is how things have changed - but see it also as a way for the people to
make a living out of retaining their culture. You will need to change some dollars into small notes (please
ask the ground operator on arrival in Nairobi or Addis to assist).

This is a remote area. Men carry Kalashnikov rifles. We do consider it to be safe, though obviously no
guarantees can be made. The boat operato r also has excellent relations with local chiefs and tribes in the
area, and they have come to appreciate the value of tourism.

Cultural Experience: You will follow the river to the Muguji tribal area on the banks of the Omo River,
for immersion in Muguji culture.

The Muguji live on banks of the Omo River at its junction with the Mago River. Numbering only a few
hundred people, they live in a symbiotic relationship with the Karo. They are very good fishermen and
hunters of hippo. As hunter-gatherers, they also trap small game and collect honey and wild fruits.

Your camp in South Omo is near one of the bigger Karo villages, which also has two 'satellite' villages -
Korcho and Labuk. Every day, you will leave early in the morning to boat along the Omo River (either
upstream, downstream or across to the far banks) to visit the different tribal people. The Karo, who
number only about 3,000 people, mainly practice flood retreat cultivation on the banks of the Omo River.
Their women make clay pots for trad ing with other tribes.

They excel in face and body painting, practiced in preparation of their dances and ceremonies. They
pulverize locally found white chalk, yellow mineral rock, red iron ore and black charcoal to decorate their
bodies, often imitating the spotted plumage of a guinea fowl. Their painted facemasks are spectacular.
Karo women scarify their chest to beautify themselves. Scars are cut with a knife and ash is rubbed in to
produce a raised welt. Their traditional evening dances are a sight to be remembered forever.


